
SUNY-Potsdam, Orchestra Attendance, Grading, Dress Code and Placement 
Professor Peter J. Folliard, Interim Director of Orchestras 

Dr. Ching-Chun Lai, Director of Orchestras (on sabbatical, Fall 2016) 

Office: Room A120; folliapj@potsdam.edu 

 

 Crane Symphony Orchestra                                                     Crane String Orchestra (not offered in Fall 2016) 

 MUAP 362 (Undergraduate)                                                                                                                                                        

 MUAP 662 (Graduate) 

 Tuesdays: 2:00 – 3:50 p.m. (C119) 

 Thursdays: 2:00 – 3:50 p.m. (C119) 

           

I. Grading will be based on the following three areas: 

1.   Attendance: In order to nurture professional responsibilities and expectations, and to maintain quality standards within 

the Crane orchestra program, attendance and punctuality is required at all scheduled rehearsals and performances.  Attendance 

will be recorded at every rehearsal and performance. Please note that all requests and notifications for absence can only be 

accepted by email in order to keep proper records.  
 

Students are asked to notify the director/conductor (Professor Folliard; folliapj@potsdam.edu) if an absence is the result of 

illness or an emergency.  Students must also submit a written explanation, via email, to the conductor stating the date of the 

absence and the circumstances in order to consider the absence excused.  The student will be notified if the absence is not 

excused. In the case of illness, the conductor reserves the right to request a doctor’s note.  It is ideal to find a substitute in the 

event of an absence. 
 

Absence or tardiness will result in a grade less than 2.00. 

One unexcused absence will lower the semester grade by one full number grade. 

Two unexcused absences will result in a grade less than 2.00 and dismissal from the orchestra. 

(For those students who perform in an orchestra for no credit, two unexcused absences will result in immediate dismissal from 

the organization.) 

Unexcused tardiness occurring more than two times will lower the semester grade by one full number grade. 

Absence or unexcused tardiness for dress rehearsals and concerts will result in a grade less than 2.00. 
 

Please check the current orchestra schedule with your personal calendar immediately. Extra rehearsals may have been 

added, in addition to those listed! Orchestra rehearsals are scheduled classes, therefore conflicting classes, review sessions, 

exams, lessons, recitals, etc. should not be scheduled at the same time.  

If you have unavoidable conflicts (academic, professional, or personal), please make an appointment by email to discuss the 

situation with Professor Folliard in the first two weeks of the semester (or as soon as the situation occurs) in order to find a 

compromise that will satisfy your responsibility and protect the integrity of the orchestra. 
 

Please note that the String Sectional classes led by faculty are part of the CSO course. The same attendance policy 

applies. 

            

2.  Individual, technical, and musical preparation of the scheduled orchestra repertoire, and the degree of 

improvement demonstrated throughout the semester. The conductor reserves the right to request a private hearing with 

any student throughout the semester in order to evaluate the student’s preparation of the repertoire being studied and 

performed. As part of the preparation for concerts, sectionals led by principals may be requested from time to time by the 

conductor. Attendance at additional sectional sectionals is required. 

 

3.  A professional attitude in rehearsal and performance is expected from each member of the orchestra. Cell phones 

or any communicative electronic devices are not allowed during orchestra rehearsals and performances.  
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Any music checked out from the orchestra library is considered a loan, and must return to the library. Music not returned to 

the orchestra librarians after the concert, or not returned on time will be replaced at the student’s expense. (Please note that 

the replacement fees for rental materials are determined by the agents. The amount could be quite significant.) Some of the 

music is rented and needs to be returned in the condition in which you received it immediately after the concert. Please make 

minimal markings on music and use pencils only. Music can be picked up in the Orchestra library, Room B130 during 

designated times posted by the librarians.    

   

Librarians are assigned to assist with individual-part preparation and distribution in Room B130. Please watch for 

announcements on the Orchestra bulletin board, and email during the semester.  

Librarians for 2013-14 academic year: Frederick Volz (volzfr197@potsdam.edu) (off-campus in Fall 2016) 

       Lauren Hart (hartln198@potsdam.edu) 

Erika Nick (nicke198@potsdam.edu) 

Thomas Eustaquio (eustaqt199@potsdam.edu)       

   

II. Dress Code:  Proper concert attire is mandatory. You may wear casual clothes to “Dress rehearsals”.) 

Women:  Black dress (must be mid-calf or longer) with sleeves. Black dress pants or skirts with black blouses are also 

acceptable. Black hosiery and black dress shoes (no sandals or tennis shoes) are required. Sleeveless or sequined dresses are 

unacceptable. 

Men:  Tuxedo with white dress shirt, black bow tie, black cummerbund, black socks and black dress shoes (no sandals or 

tennis shoes) are required.  
 

III. Audition and Placement in the Crane Orchestras:  Results will be posted on the Orchestra bulletin board. 

Acceptance is based on the level of performance and the overall potential demonstrated in the audition. 
 

1. Music majors who play a string instrument are required to perform in an orchestra as a part of their degree program and are 

expected to be available for placement in either the Symphony Orchestra or the String Orchestra (if offered). After auditions, 

they will be assigned to an orchestra. The orchestras must be balanced appropriately in instrumentation and ability, and 

assignment decisions are made by the Director of Orchestras and the appropriate studio teachers following the audition 

process. Students may indicate the interest of playing in both orchestras at the time of the audition, and placement in a specific 

orchestra is not guaranteed.  
 

Class conflicts (including scheduled string sectionals) for music majors will be considered only if that specific course is 

required for graduation, must be taken that semester, and is not offered at an alternate time that does not conflict with 

orchestra rehearsals. If the course will be offered again prior to the student’s expected degree completion, or if any other 

course can be used to satisfy the degree requirement, the student is expected to enroll in an alternate section of course to 

eliminate the conflict with orchestra. All class conflicts cited by undergraduate music majors will be referred to the 

undergraduate music advisor and the Associate Dean for verification of their accuracy and legitimacy.  
 

2. Students who are not music majors should consult their class schedule carefully before registering for the class. Students 

may indicate an orchestra preference at the time of the audition. Please be aware that the string section of the Symphony 

Orchestra is more demanding than the String Orchestra and historically String Orchestra (if offered) has the greater number of 

non-majors.  
 

The orchestras may use rotating seating throughout the semester.  The conductor reserves the right to assign individual parts 

for the woodwinds, brass, and percussion, and may make any changes in the string principal or section assignments when 

necessary.    

 

 
Academic Honor Code: 
Each student is expected to adhere to the Potsdam Academic Honor Code and Academic Honesty Pledge. Any evidence of cheating o r plagiarism will be punished according 
to University policies.  
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Disability Statement: 
Any student with a disability requiring reasonable academic accommodations should make the specific request through the Offic e of Accommodative Services (OAS) and 
bring any documentation to the professor.  

 


